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The 
Traveller’s Den
Spain based Interior Designer, Anna Kovalchenko effectively transforms 
an apartment into warm and cosy abode with inspirations from client’s 
favourite travel destination

We often have a dedicated (personal-
ised) corner in our home which is cherished 
with souvenirs of most treasured moments, 
aspiration and travel experiences. But, what 
if, the interior of a house is crafted and 
weaved with living experiences of one’s fa-
vourite travel destinations? Well, we stum-
bled across one such project in Moscow’s 
Barrikadnaya – a two-bedroom apartment 
which takes cue from this creative concept, 
exclusively designed and customised for a 
family with two kids. The design journey of 
this apartment is as interesting as its unique 
concept. It was back then, when the client and 
his wife were exploring a number of interest-
ing themes and designs, to style and update 
their newly purchased 750 sq.ft apartment. 
While the couple researched a number of de-
sign inspirations online, they also had lined 
up meetings with several interiors designers, 
in order to get a desired design scheme for 
their interiors. The initial sketches and layout 
presented by the interior designers didn’t 
match the expectations of the couple.  After 
browsing through a number of design firm 
websites, they came across Anna Kovalchen-
ko Interiors – an interior design studio based 
in Marbella, Spain. With few rounds of dis-
cussion and initial sketches, the couple were 
pretty impressed with Kovalchenko’s design, 
as it laid more emphasis on detailing, mate-
rial selection and was also in accordance to 
individual requirements, taste and lifestyle of 
the clients. “The Barrikadnaya project was in-
deed an exciting and challenging one for me, 
but the client’s clear brief worked wonders 
for me,” said Anna Kovalchenko. As avid trav-
ellers and entrepreneurs by profession, the 
client and his wife had requested for warm, 
relaxing, inviting and tasteful interiors whilst 
mirroring their passion for travel along with 
ample storage and functional furniture, ex-
plained Kovalchenko.
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Keeping the brief in mind, the talented designer zeroed down 
on fusion of design styles which were in sync with the indi-
vidual, functional and aesthetical requirements of the client 
and space. Each room was dedicated to their favourite des-
tinations - Africa for the living room, Greece for the kitchen 
and balcony, tropical islands in the Indian Ocean for the kid’s 
room and the bathroom, and the urban hotel style for the 
bedroom.

Décor Palette
In order to provide a distinct and unique look to the spaces, 
the talented designer has used a lot of variation in terms of 
material, colour, texture and lighting. Natural materials such 
as stone, wood and metal were predominantly used to create 
some rustic feel, without the spaces looking like countryside 
house. In terms of colour palette, the client had requested to 
use rich, saturated hues with some bright accents instead of 
any pale or wishy-washy tones, which may make the interi-
ors look gloomy and lifeless. All built-in furniture (wardrobes 
in the hallway, living room and bedroom, chest of drawers, 
bunk beds with a hammock, headboard in the bedroom) was 
custom made based on the sketches of Anna Kovalchenko. 
Besides, the handles of all the furniture pieces were done in 
brass in similar style. With a view to connect different spac-
es, the talented designer has also used repetition of some 
colours and form. For example, wardrobes in bedroom and 
kids room are crafted in same in style, with different colours. 

Room wise description
The interior of the residence were refurbished, as the previ-
ous owners had decorated it in modern style for last fifteen 
years and owing to which it looked very dated. Especially 
this referred to multilevel ceilings with elaborate shapes and 
built-in lighting, which made the rooms look even smaller. In 
order to open up the space, the talented designer remodelled 
the ceiling area and incorporated a lot of customised furni-
ture in the layout which was further accentuated by ambient 
lighting given to the spaces. The lighting was divided in three 
categories - general (which was mainly provided with spot 
lights), ambient - these were beautiful chandeliers, table and 
floor lamps, and task lighting – which was used for reading 
above each bed in the kids room. Chandelier and floor lamp 
in the living room provide soft, ambient lighting. Also the led 
strips built in the cupboard shelves are great source of light-
ing to create relaxing evening atmosphere. The kitchen has 
built in lights along the cabinets to provide enough lighting 
for cooking. The chandelier above the dining table creates 
atmosphere lighting. The general lighting in both bedrooms 
is provided with ceiling lamps. Additional task lighting is done 
with wall lights. “The major challenge in the project was to 
provide the client with storage options as they had lot of be-
longings and given the fact that the rooms were quite mod-
est in dimensions, we had to customise the furniture – since 
the objects were not just ordinary wardrobes and also it was 
difficult to find manufacturers who would turn all ideas into 
reality,” stated Kovalchenko. Upon entering the house, the 
entryway extends a warm welcome to the visitors. The en-
tryway has customised floor to ceiling wardrobe and chest 
of drawers made of American walnut veneer with handmade 
brass handles. The design of wardrobe and chest of draw-
ers exudes an interesting play of shapes and textures. Each 
section of the wardrobe has different depth and direction of 
veneer
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(vertical or horizontal). This was done to make the overall massive 
structure to look more elaborate and light. As entrepreneurs, both 
client and his wife had busy work schedules and they wanted a 
large chill out area in their living room with big corner sofa and 
fireplace, in order to spend time with their friends. With a view 
to cater to the client’s requirement, the talented designer cus-
tomised the corner sofa in the living room, which can not only be 
converted into a full sleeper, but its large compartment can be 
used for storing pillows and throws. The Planika fireplace works 
on alcohol fuel and is built into the oak veneer shelves. Another 
tailor made piece is the cupboards in the living room with built-in 
fireplace and folding writing desk. It is covered with natural oak 
veneer. The colour scheme in this room is vibrant and warm, in-
cluding earth tones - browns, orange, and also deep blue. They 
create a very warm and inviting atmosphere - perfect for gather-
ings with friends and family. The kitchen has modern lacquer cabi-
nets which are complimented with solid teak dining furniture. This 
made it look more relaxed and cozy, balancing “industrial”, cold 
feel of steel. The walls and ceiling in the balcony are covered with 
floor oak boards, which were artificially aged. They also have dif-
ferent length and width, creating interesting 3D effect. Since the 
furniture has very distinct colour and texture, the walls are simply 
painted white to create a neutral backdrop. The kid’s room has a 
feature wall with tropical leaves wallpaper. The furniture here is 
made of painted MDF and solid oak inserts. The floors are made 
of natural oak which was specially hand treated to get authentic 
rustic look. For the kids’ room the clients requested to have bunk 
beds - since it is a boy and a girl they thought it would be better 
if they sleep on different levels. “I explored the idea forward and 
suggested that we construct also a playground area on the second 
level with the built-in hammock. The clients really loved the idea

and decided to proceed with it. They also requested it to be su-
per durable and strong to withstand the weight not only of the 
children but the adults as well,” avers Kovalchenko. Since, the 
clients requested all furniture to be super strong, the beds and 
hammock were crafted with metallic frame that is attached to 
the floor and ceiling. The hammock is made of the strong yacht 
net that is usually used for catamarans - it can bear the weight 
of more than 200 kg so the parents can also use it together with 
kids.  Overall the idea was to create a Robinson Crusoe style 
in this room - fun, adventurous and care free. The walls in the 
bathroom are covered with composite material made of ground 
natural marble. The furniture here is also made of solid teak - 
this wood is not afraid of the water or moist. The sink is made 
of the solid piece of natural marble. The balcony is covered with 
a parquet oak board, which was artificially aged.  The Cots were 
made of MDF with elements of solid oak (railing, stairs). Each 
step on the upper bed has also a storage compartment inside. 
The focal point in the bedroom is the large headboard. It was 
made to order from panels upholstered in Italian Alcantara.  The 
table and the chairs in the kitchen are made of solid teak. Be-
sides, the clients had a collection of vintage black and white 
photos of the old Moscow – which was used to create a gallery 
wall in the corridor. Also, the clients had brought various paint-
ings from their recent trip to Cyprus – which was used to dec-
orate the entryway, kitchen and balcony. Several items for the 
decor were spontaneous finds which was spotted together by 
the designer and client, when they were choosing furniture and 
decor. For example, African themed paintings in the living room, 
the mirrors and vases. Thus, by weaving together a number of 
travel inspirations with fusion of design style, Interior designer 
Anna Kovalchenko has skillfully achieved a warm and tasteful 
interior which acts as an extension of client’s personality and 
lifestyle whilst conforming to practicality.
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